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PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS

« ISAD-G » ISAAR </ISDF> <ISDIAH/>



ISAD-G

 International Standard for Archival Description (General)

 1st edition : 1994 ; revised in 1999

 All elements of ISAD(G) are useful, but only six of them 

are mandatory (reference, title, dates, level of description, 

extent, name of creator)



ISAAR (CPF)

 International Standard for Archival Authority Records

 1st edition 1996 ; revised in 2004



ISDF

 International Standard for describing functions 

 April 2008



ISDIAH

 International Standard for describing institutions with 

archival holdings 

 May 2008



THE SOFTWARE ATOM

Open-source Web Multi-lingual Professional standards



Software used for archival description

Respect of ICA standards

Fully Web-based application

Multi-lingual

Multi-repository

Open-source (MIT License)



Module 1 Archival description

 multi-level cataloging

 archival authority control

 controlled vocabularies

 finding aid publishing



Module 2 Access

 search and browse

 digital object retrieval

 OAI-PMH harvesting

 exhibits

 research room management

 researcher files

 reproduction requests



Module 3 Physical control

 box management

 conservation scheduling

 digital repository interfaces

 digital preservation monitoring

 digital file integrity utilities

 digital file migration utilities



Module 4 Accessioning

 appraisal records

 disposition scheduling

 record transfer documentation

 deed of gift documentation

 accession registry

 digitization of analogue materials

 capture of digital objects



Module 5 System administration



A concrete example : 

http://www.humanrightsarchives.org/











 How to find…

1. The list of the fonds stored at the « Archivo Nacional de la Memoria »

2. The list of the records related to the political prisoners

3. Do we have some audio records in this guide ?



Another example : 
http://www.archivesofdevelopment.org/









AND NOW… SOME PRACTICE !



http://ica-atom.org/demo/









 Navigation - Functionalities

add/edit
archival description

authority record

archival institution

term

recent update

import/export

admin
users

static pages

settings

menus

themes



 How to start…

1. Write a description of your own institution by using ISDIAH and 

publish it online with ATOM

2. Write a fonds description by using ISAD-G and publish it online with

ATOM too.
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